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John Wortley Axe, M.R.C.V.8. 

Just before going to press we learn, with deep 
regret, of the death of Prof. Axe, which occurred at 
his residence at Winthorpe, near Newark, on Wed- 
nesday last. The news will scarcely occasion sur- 
prise, as a severe illness caused the deceased 
gentleman to sever all active connection with the 
profession some years ago. But the regret which 
it causes will be universal, and many old graduates 
of Camden Town will feei a sense of personal loss. 

Our present space forbids any adequate account 
of Prof. Axe’s life and work. He graduated at 
Camden Town in April, 1866; and three years 
later, in 1869, he joined the tutorial staff of the 
same institution, upon which he remained for 
nearly a quarter of a century. In 1893, he resigned 
the Professorship of Medicine which he then held 
at his old school, and thereafter devoted himself to 
the large consnlting practice which his reputation 
commanded, and to various important official ap- 
pointments. His was a familiar figure at the shows 
of the Royal Agricultural Society, at which he 
ofticiated professionally for many years, and the 
younger generation of veterinary surgeons perhaps 
chiefly remember him in connection with these and 
similar functions. Older men can remember him, 
not only as a good teacher, but also as an earnest 
student of veterinary science, to which he contri- 
buted not a little. 

Medicine, surgery, and pathology all occupied 
Prof. Axe’s attention during his career at Camden 
Town. He was a good surgeon, and one of the 
operations in which he specialised was equine 
lithotomy, which he performed more often than any 
man in this country. Ata time when the bacterial 
causation of disease was little understood, he did 
much to enlighten the profession in this country 
regarding the true nature of anthrax. Neither did 
he neglect less generally important subjects; for 
one rare and unpathogenic equine stronglye has be- 
come permanently associated with hisname. If he 
made no single striking contribution to the veteri- 
nary knowledge of the world, he did much to raise 
its standard within his own country. 

_ For many years Prof. Axe was a member of 
Council, and was President in 1889-90. In him one 


-of the leaders of a former generation of the pro- 
fession has passed away, and a leader whose 


superiority over his colleagues was not confined to- 
rofessional ability. Those who knew the late 
rofessor personally knew him asa cultured and 
intellectual man, whose mental development inclu- 
ded studies and interests far removed from his 
professional surroundings. 


OBSTRUCTION IN THE URETHRAL CANAL 
OF HORSE. 


On December 6, about 5.30 p.m., called to see 
cart gelding just in from work, aged about 18 years, 
in good condition, and apparently in robust health. 
The message I received was that the horse was 
just the sume as two years ago, it had had a 
slight attack of colic then. 

‘The horse had done its work well the whole day, 
fed up at the midday meal, and had not shown any 
colic pains in harness. On being let out of the 
shaft the horse attempted to micturate, and crouched 
away to one side with head hanging down, giving 
a very dejected appearance: no increase of tem- 
perature, pulse good fer horse of that age. 

Gave colic draught of Spt. ammon, "Tie, ammon. 
acet. conc., Tr card. co., ana ss. in water as a 
draught, to be repeated at 9 o’clock. Message sent 
through the telephone—“ horse easier, need not 
not come to night. 

Next morning at 7.30 a message— “ horse appears 
to be in great pain, does not sweat or attempt to go 
to ground, but during the pain leans against the wall 
and droops its head.”” Gave Ol. lini Oj., Ol. tereb. 
ziss., and followed with the Liq. ammon.acet. 
through the day. 

I did not inject morphia or use Eserine, although 
the bowels were not acting regularly. 

At 4 o'clock I decided to pass the catheter. On 
putting my hand into the sheath I found the end of 
the penis to contain a hard substance at the end 
of the canal, completely blocking the passage; the 
substance was about the size of a chestnut : there 
were two lumps. There was some difficulty in 
forcing them through the external orifice, it came 
away, however, by traction, and the catheter, well 
soaped, was passed: this required a fair amount of 
force. The horse appeared relieved, and passed a 
good night. Gave next day Potassium bicarb. with 
Tinct. hyoscyamus, and the patient gradually re- 
covered. The concretion, of a hard sebaceous 
nature, weighed a little over an ounce. 

Cases of this character are not often met with, 
heuce the reason I forward this note. 

P. G. Bonn. 
Plymouth. 
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PARTURIENT APOPLEXY. 


Being employed by the Transvaal Agricultural 
Department, ordinary sickness amongst animals is 
not taken much notice of by me, a visit being 
merely paid to see whether it is scheduled disease 
or not. Under these circumstances, absolutely no 
drugs or instruments are kept in my office except 
a few hypodermic syringes of various sizes and a 
stock of clinical thermometers. A pocket knife and 
fingers are usually sufficient for necessary opera- 
tions one is asked to do, and a prescription to a 
chemist will fix up the usual medical case. Three 
days ago I went to examine a sick cow, owner said 
she had calved thirty-six bours, bad milked that 
morning, and since gone down as if insensible. I 
found her stretched on her side unconscious, and 
told the owner that I was of his opinion, viz., that 
she would certainly die. A drench was adminis- 
tered very cautiously and slowly, but I noticed 
later that most of it was returning in a slow trickle 
through the nostrils, and perhaps some of it found 
its way to the lungs, though if so no damage has 
been done. I had her packed up and back-raked, 
but could. not give an enema, or withdraw the 
urine having no appliances. 

Fours hours later I visited her again, and took 
with me some tape and a bicycle pump, on the end 
of which I had sealing-waxed a home made teat 
canula. The cow seemed now to be dying; breath- 
ing slow and stertorous, tongue hanging right out 
of mouth, eyes wide open; the finger could be 

ressed on the eyeball without caused a tremor. 

Ise was 90 and barely perceptible ; temperature, 
which was at first 100. was now 98F. After 
explaining to the owner what I wanted to do, we 
turned the cow on her side, washed the udder; filled 
each quarter with air, tied each teat with tape which 
was removed a quarter of an hour later. She was 
then packed up again and I left her. Shortly 
afterwards the owner, after a search, found me and 
told me that the cow recovered consciousness just 
after I left and got on to her feet in a quarter of an 
hour. One hind leg was cramped, but she ate 
eagerly of a mash and drank three buckets of water 
in my presence. Later in the evening she drank 
two more buckets of water, her thirst being great. 
To-day is the third day, she has had no medicines 
except the first drench, her milk is returning, and 
this morning I saw her grazing and whisking her 
tail in a paddock. She looks happy and healthy, 
but, occasionally she stops feeding and almost falls 
asleep for a few seconds. This symptom, though, 
should disappear. I have been in the Transvaal 
now for close on eight years, and during that time 
have never seen or heard of parturient apoplexy— 
not even in town dairies—until this case. That she 
would have died but for the bicycle pump I am 
sure, but in what way the desired results were so 
_marvellously and quickly brought about by this 
agent Iam unable to explain to the would-he-en- 
_ lightened-on-this-point owner. The pumping 


inflating a tyre. The udder bas apparently suffered 
no injury. If ever I happen to see another case of 
this disease I shall immediately adopt this treat- 
ment fully expecting to bring even the worst case 
through, and if it dies I shall wonder why the first 


recovered. 
F. J. Dunnine, G.V.S. 
Lydenberg. 


ABSTRACTS FROM FOREIGN JOURNALS. 


A Case oF Psoroptic MANGE IN THE Doa. 


Though psoroptic mange is rather common in 
the horse, sheep, and rabbit, no observation of the 
presence of psoroptes upon the dog appears to 
exist in veterinary literature. The present note by 
Hebrant and Antoine, professor and assistant re- 
spectively at the State Veterinary School at 
Cureghem, Belgium, is therefore of unique interest. 

The subject was an adult pointer, brought for 
examination on account of a generalised cutaneous 
affection. Upon examination, depilations were 
found on almost every region of the body. In 
these places the skin was covered with crusts and, 
so far as could be judged by a superficial examina- 
tion, the skin itself appeared but little inflamed. 
The animal exhaled a characteristic mouse-like 
odour, but pruritis was completely absent. 

Suspecting the existence of sarcoptes, the authors 
microscopically examined numerous crusts removed 
from various parts of the body, but failed to find any 
parasites. 

The dog was taken into the College infirmary and, 
despite the negative result of the microscopical 
examination, was placed in the section reserved for 
mangy animals. The same day, a series of pre- 
parations of crusts dissolved in potash were made 
and examined, still with a negative result. Similar 
examinations were made the next day before com- 
mencing any treatment, and in some of the pre- 
parations, many eggs and some larve of acari were 
now discovered. 

The larva somewhat puzzled the authors, for the 
were distinctly oval in form, and had long and well- 
developed legs. The eggs were also oval. After 
numerous and patient researches, an adult para- 
site was discovered ; and from all the characters 
which they observed the authors were obliged to 
conclude that psorptic mange was present. The 
parasite was oval bodied ; its rostrum was long and 
conical ; the legs were long, projecting considerably 
beyond the body and presenting ambulacral suckers 
borne upon a tri-articulated pedicle. 

This discovery explained the nature of the 
cutaneous lesions, which were confined to the 
formation of crusts, the skin being free from pim- 
ples. Similarly, the non-burrowing habits of the 
psoroptes explained the absence of pruritis. 

The origin of the infection can only be surmised. 
The hypothesis that the dog, which bad been used 


apparatus was soaked in Jeyes fluid solution, and 
~ the operation was done with unfiltered air—like 


for sporting purposes the same season, had become 
coabnaledial We contact with an infected rabbit or 
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hare, is discredited by the fact that the classic 


authors do not describe the presence of psoroptes 
upon these animals. Psoroptic auricular mange is, 
however, frequent in the domestic rabbit, and it is 
ible that the infection may have originated 
from this source, as the dog’s owner lived in the 
vicinity of markets, and the animal may thus have 
been infected from the skin of a mangy rabbit thrown 
down by a poulterer. 
Theauthors do not enter into the history and 
treatment of the case.—Annales de Méd Vét. 
W.R. C. 


THE CENTRAL VETERINARY SOCIETY. 


The ordinary meeting of the Society was held at 10 
Red Lion Square, on Thursday, December 2nd. Mr. T. 
Salusbury Price occupied the chair, and the following 
Fellows signed the attendance book : Messrs. G. Upton, 
R. Bryden, W. 8. we Prof. J. Macquee Fred. G. 
Samson, 7. Willett, A. Neish, James A. Gosling, Prof. 
G. H. Wooldridge, Geo. J. Bell, James Rowe, R. F. 
Wall, W. L. Harrison, Prof. H. A. Woodruff, W. Roger 
Clarke, A. Rogerson, Henry Gray, . Prof. F. Hobday, 
W. Pe n, F.O. Parsons, Herbert Ki J. W 
McIntosh, and Hugh A. MacCormack, Hon. Sec., and 
as visitor, Mr. Geo. Gordon. 

On the proposition of Mr. Mulvey, seconded by Mr. 
Samson, the minutes of the last meeting were taken as 
read and confirmed. 

CoRRESPONDENCE. 

Letters regretting inability to be present were an- 
nounced from Messrs. 8. H. Slocock, R. Bennett, R. 
Porch, E. Lionel Stroud, and Sidney Villar. 

A communication was received from the Royal Sani- 
tary Institute, requesting the Society to appoint dele- 
gates to attend the Congress at Brighton in September 
next. 


It was that the consideration of the matter 
should be postponed until the April meeting. 


ELEcTION AND NOMINATION. 


Mr. J. J. Kenny, of Gloucester S.W., was bal- 
lotted for and unanimously elected as Fellow. 

Mr. F. C. Gruuarp, of ord, Kent, was nominated 
for Fellowship. 


AN ADDRESS. 
By T. Satuspury Price, M.R.C.V.S., President. 


Gentlemen,—It is some hing over forty years since I 
first became a veterinary s m. There have been 
many changes since then. In those days it didn’t matter 
where you were travelling, by bus or train, or what 
company you were in, the chief topic of conversation 
was always cattle plague cattle plague!! cattle 
en ia !!! I quite expect that many of you here to- 

ight have never even seen a case of cattle plague. You 
have sg ag | never realised the scourge it was, the de- 
vastation it brought about, the ruin of agriculturists, 
‘and the rise in the price of meat to the masses. In the 
years 1865 and 1866 over 278,000 cattle were stricken 
with cattle plague, 100,000 were slaughtered, and over 
133,000 died. About 45,000 recovered. It cost this 
country in combating it over £1,090,000, and that does 
not include the loss and ruination to farmers. Imagin 
what it meant, all markets closed and all trade upset. 
Thank goodness it has gone, and we hope it will never 


return. 
Another well known disease that has given a lot of 


trouble, and yet many of you may never have seen it, is 
foot-and-mouth di It is not so fatal as cattle 
plague, but causes an enormous loss, one may say almost 
as great as cattle p by causing such waste in con- 
dition and loss of milk etc. It may have caused greater 
loss than cattle plague. Compare the outbreaks of year 
1883, which numbered 18,732, and those of last year in 
the Eastern Counties and Edinburgh, which were exter- 
minated after the disease had only attacked 112 animals. 
Surely that reflects enormous credit on Mr. Stockman 
and the Board of Agriculture, saving hundreds of 
t country sho not payment 
salaries in such a direction. fren this one stroke has 
saved more than enough to pay the salaries of the Board’s 
Officers and Inspectors for years to come. 

Another disease which I should like to draw your 
attention to is glanders. I hope and believe the next 
generation will think of glanders as many of you think 
of cattle plague, that it was a terrible disease no doubt, 
but wondering what it was really like. This extermina- 
tion will result from the modern scientific research 
the introduction of mallein. The disease is such a 
terrible one, and more so, perhaps, because of its ane 
transferable to man, in whom, moreover, I am convin 
the disease occurs much more frequent than it is diag- 
nosed, These are cases where the veterinary profession 
can and does help our medical confréres. It is only 
recently that a disputed case in man was definitely diag. 
nosed as the result of research conducted at the Ro 
Veterinary College. That case is recorded in 
Lancet for October 23 of this year. It is not for me to 
prophecy, but I am inclined to think that glanders in 
another ten years will be a disease of the past, provided 
that similar methods as are now in force are continued. 
I esteemed friend and colleague Mr. Hunting, 
who laboured so hard in the campaign against this 
disease, will be able to see this desirable end accom- 
plished. 

Just as cattle plague was ee forty years ago, 
tuberculosis is rampant now. But our knowl of 
this disease has grown so rapidly of late, that we have 
now in our hands the means of exterminating it if we 
are only given the opportunity. This scourge is al 
transmissible to man, and it is a disgrace to civilisation 
that one of the main sources of infection of the human 
being, «.e. bovine tuberculosis, should be allowed to 
continue in the present condition. However, we have 
the consolation of knowing that this phase of the ques- 
tion is realised in the B on x quarters, as was demon- 
strated by Mr. John Burns’ Pure Milk Bill. It isa 
thousand pities it was impossible to goon with that Bill, 
but no doubt it is only postponed for a time. 

I have only refe: to these diseases to bring to your 
minds the enormously important work that the veteri- 
nary profession has performed, and is performing, in the 
service of the country. In this respect the veterinary 
profession is unique. We are doing our best to stamp 
out diseases in animals although our very existence de- 
pends on them. But as one door closes another one 
opens. Remember that it is unwise to put all your eggs 
in one basket. We must be prepared to take up new 
work, such as that which is developing now in the 
domain of public health. Some people have an idea 
that in this connection we are “ forsaking the substance 
for the shadow.” Gentlemen, that is not my view. Mr. 
Stockman last month told us that over 1,200 veterinary 
surgeons in Great Britain and Ireland hold positions of 
emolument under the Departments of Agriculture or 
local bodies. These men, most of whom are only part- 
time officers, are receiving amongst them over £150,000 
a year. If that £150,000a year is a shadow, it is cer- 
tainly more substantial than most shadows. As the 
veterinary profession becomes more appreciated in public 
health this amount will grow, and grow considera- 
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bly. So we must be ready, and properly trained for 
such work. The tion of a special diploma in 
public health is a atl oni, so that a man can specialise 
in such work after his general training and be able to 
e past » as far as veterinar esslon 18 
concerned, lef not been a very eventfial pe There 
has however, one very important function well 
worthy of recognition, viz., the International Veterinary 
Con at The Hague—a Congress having far-reaching 
results. In this connection a very important decision 
has been arrived at, that is, to hold the next meeting in 
London. No doubt many of you younger men have 
made up your minds to travel all round the world some 
time, and if so you could not do better than to join this 
Congress which holds its meetings every four years in 
different countries. In that case if you live long enough 
you may be able to visit every part of the world under 
the most favourable conditions, and if you should be 
selected as delegates you can do it “on the cheap.” All 
joking aside, however, I should judge from what I have 
read that many most important — were read and 
diseussed, but I should think for real sound and scien- 
tific value no paper was greater than that presented by 
an Englishman, viz., Dr. Bashford, on the subject of 
Cancer. I am in hopes from the results he has given 
us that this awful disease will soon be under control, 
since most important features are being discovered 
month by month. Already Dr. Bashford and other 
workers have been able to prove that under certain con- 
itions immunity against cancer can be artificially pro- 
uced and in very extraordinary ways. Ifa malignant 
growth from an animal be inoculated into another 
animal of the same species and does not grow, then it 
will produce immunity against that particular kind of 
new growth. That no doubt would be dangerous prac- 
tice, for we could not tell whether or not the graft 
would take and a cancer result. But working from that 
knowledge Dr. Bashford has shown that certain normal 
tissues can likewise uce immunity from homologous 
cancers, and that of course would be a perfectly safe 
edure. - I mean that normal mammary gland can by 
vaccination ee immunity to ordinary cancer of the 
mammary gland 
immunise against squamous-celled carcinoma. Who 
knows how soon this knowledge can be put to some 
directly ical Fp rmgga ? They have not yet dis- 
covered the cause of cancer, but if pay can discover how 
to prevent it they will, in my opinion, have accomplished 
a far ter achievement. 

Although the _ year may not have seen many im- 
portant events, the next one bids fair to compensate for 
that. We have coming along that all-important Veter- 
oye f Surgeons’ Act Amendment Bill, the main object 
of which is to provide means for the 7 to keep 
its head above water. At present income of the 
R.C.V.S. is not sufficient to pay the current expenses, 
and we have got to draw on our capital. It is good that 
we have had some good business men at the head of our 
affairs, men who have economised for a rainy day. Had 
it been otherwise what sort of a fix should we be in 
now! And what sort of a fix shall be in soon unless our 
income is made more secure and more adequate to meet 
the growing demands of the profession for protection ? 
Gentlemen, I hope that before another year is passed we 
shall be legally called upon to pay an annual fee towards 
— support of the profession to which we all so proudly 


ng. 

Another very important matter, one which we are to 
discuss presently, is the suggested amalgamation of the 
existing veterinary societies under the en of the 
National Veterinary Association. Our co motto 
keeps us well informed that “Unity is strength.” We 


scheme which will have such far- 


must all admit that, but it behoves us to be very careful 
~ before i 


we adopt a 


of the same species, and also skin can | } 


reaching effects. I do not wish to influence you on this 

matter, but I do want you to weigh it over carefully, 

a to sift it thoroughly before you come to any definite 
ecision. 

Referring to the National Veterinary Associati 
reminds me that that body will meet in London st 
summer at our invitation. They are to be our guests, 
and we shall have to rise, as we have done on loan 
occasions, and do ourselves justice as worthy hosts of 
very worthy ee As most of you know, our esteemed 
friend and a Fellow of this Society, Prof. Macqueen, is 
President for the current yeyr, and I want you all to 
rally round and make this year of the National one of the 
best they have ever had, For my part I shall only be 
too glad to do all in my power to make it a bumping 
success. 

In conclusion, | wish to offer om my thanks for the 
honour you have done me in electing me your Presi- 
dent for the coming year, which promises to be a memor- 
able one in the history of the veterinary profession. I 
can assure you it will be y aways desire to do all I 
can for the welfare of this Society. And in doing that 
I am, of course, in your hands. want you to attend 
regularly, and to enter as far as possible into the various 
discussions, remembering that every little piece of in- 
formation you are able to offer adds to the sum total 
of our knowledge. 


PusLic HeatrH CoNneREss aT LEEDs.— 
DELEGATES’ REPORT. 


th Congress held at ve to report, on 
my own behalf and on behalf of Mr. Ainsworth Wilson, 
the impressions we obtained when attending the Con- 
gress. There were two important sections of interest to 
veterinary surgeons, the Section of Preventive Medicine 
presided over by Dr. Newsholme, and the conference 
dealing with purely veterinary matters. 

The first discussion of interest to us was the one on 
The Prevention of Tuberculosis. 

A very able — was read by Dr. John Robertson, 
the M.O.H. for Birmingham, who dealt with the sub- 
ject of milk and its infective power to man, and went 
into the reforms necessary in cowshed construction, par- 
ticularly ventilation, the need of public funds to 
help farmers and land owners to set their houses in 
order. He described the very interesting experiment 
that was roe Seay omar in Birmingham at the present 
time, initiated by himself and Mr. paren lowing 
a line in Copenhagen, whereby tuberculin is ea 
plied free to the farmers who sell milk into the 
city, together with the free attendance of a veterinary 
surgeon, so that the cattle are tested and _ isolation 
carried out as in Bang’s system. 

On Wednesday a very important joint discussion took 
place of the veterinary and the preventive medicine see- 
tions with regard to The Protection of Our Food Supply. 
Papers were read by several surgeons. r. 
MePhail, of Hull, read a paper on the administrative 
measures for the protection of the food supply in this 
country. and em ised the point that Section 116 of 
the Public Health Act empowers medical officers of 
health and nuisance inspectors to inspect live animals 
exposed for sale. Therefore, rather than risk making a 
mistake, the medical officer and the nuisance inspector 
had allowed the Act to become a dead letter. Mr. J. 8. 
Lloyd, among others, contributed to the discussion. 

On the Wednesday evening, by a happy inspiration of 
the secretaries, the veteri delegates met and had an 
informal dinner which brought all the men together in 
a friendly way. 

On Thursday the Conference of the Veterinary In- 


spectors took place, beginning with a high toned presi- 
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ject to the roposition that the Medical Officer of Health 
is the ian of the Public Health, and as such must be 
the administrative head of such departments as have to 
deal with measures for the protection of the public. 
Having said this, I urge medical 
ously to recognise veterinary surgeon’s claim 
vented as a member of an educated and scientifically 
trained profession, and to recognise that there are 
certain duties in Public Health work which he, and he 
only, is specially fitted to undertake, notably the in- 
spection of live and dead animals in respect of disease. 
to the fitness or unfitness of meat under certain con- 
ditions for human digestion, that is a question entire] 
for the medical man, but the medical inspection of ani- 
mals whether alive or dead is work which can surely be 
efficiently carried out only by veterinary surgeons. I 
would appeal therefore to members of my own profession 
to limit their claims to what they are justly entitled to, 
and to urge them firmly, but with moderation; and to the 
members of the medical —— to use their great 
influence to assist a small but deserving profession to 
take its ay aed place in the general scheme for the eradi- 
cation of disease.” : 

I think I may say that the set of papers presented in 
the Veterinary Section at this Congress were the best 
I have ever listened to, and the discussion was so brisk 
that it had to be carried over to the afternoon. 

There were two resolutions brought forward which I 

icularly wish to mention. They were proposed by 
Mr. Lloyd, of Sheftield. The first one was not conten- 
tious but simply welcomed the Tuberculosis Order. The 
second one was contentious. The audience was becom- 
ing less towards the end of a long day’s discussion when 
the resolution came on. Public health veterinary 
officers were in a great majority, and then the following 
resolution was pro : “That this Conference is 
further of opinion that in order to have a proper control 
over any steps taken to eradicate tuberculosis from 
amongst bovines, as well as to superintend the adminis- 
trative work under the Diseases of Animals Acts and 
Orders made thereunder, it is desirable that the local 
authorities of all counties and county boroughs should 
appoint whole time veterinary officers to carry out these 
important duties.” 

As your representative, | took it upon myself to 
oppose that resolution, and several other people op 
it too, because there are, as we have heard from Mr. 
Price to-night, a large number of veterinary surgeons 
all over the country acting for counties and county 
boroughs as part time officers. This resolution, if car- 
ried, meant that these men should be put on one side 
and all the work done by specially appointed whole- 
time men. However wise a step that may be, certainly 
it is too early in the day to talk about it now, and there- 
fore 1 op that resolution. It was carried by ten 
votes to nine, but it was not adopted by the Congress 
the next day. 

The Congress was under the auspices of the Royal 
Institute of Public Health, the Royal Sanitary Institute, 
and Leeds University, and I think the University 
authorities are to be congratulated on the great success 
attained. For our own profession the President, Mr. 
Bowes, did extremely good work, and had aroused a 
good deal of local enthusiasm. The two secretaries. Mr. 
Clarkson and Mr. Dixon, of Leeds, were energetic and 
jo haan and .everything went off in splendid 

er 


Councillor Lawson, of Leeds, brought forward an idea 
which I thought was worthy of your notice—that the 
edigree Herd Societies in this country, if they are 
really serious in wanting to get rid of cattle tuberculo- 
sis, would do well to adopt a similar attitude to that of 
the Horse Breed Societies, Ifa horse is to be exhibited 


b- he has to 


409 
pass a veterinary inspection with Bo 
soundness, and Councillor Lawson asked : y. not 
submit bovines to the tuberculin test before they were 
allowed to com for breed cups, medals, and things 
of that kind in shows? We know perfectly well that 
some farmers and owners of pedigree stock are rather 
apathetic on this question, especially if there is the pros- 
pect of compensation for condemned animals, but if 
prizes were withheld in cases where the animal failed 
to pass the test, there might be a ter incentive than 
at present to try to eradicate the disease from a herd. 
‘inally, I want to thank the Society for the oppor- 
tunity to be present and take part in so interesting a 


Ly | Congress. 


Tue INTERNATIONAL VETERINARY Conaress, Hacur, 
DELEGATE’S REPORT. 


_Prof. Hoppay : Gentlemen,—In July of this year you 
did me the honour of electing me to act as the delegate 
who should represent the Central Veterinary Society 
at the International Veterinary Congress to be held at 
The Hague, and, in company with others representing 
other Societies, I travelled there on the evening of the 
11th of September. This Congress is the ninth of its 
kind, and 1s generally held every fourth year, the pre- 
vious one being at Buda-Pesth and a former one in 
Baden-Baden. On the next occasion we hope to wel- 
come the delegates in London, and it is time that the 
Congress should come to England, for the idea of their 
meetings emanated from the brain of Mr. , all 
Englishman. That these gatherings do an enormous 
amount of good goes without saying ; they give o 
tunities for international interchanges of opinion which 
could never otherwise be met with, they draw public 
attention to the necessity of veterinary legislation, they 
educate the public in addition to being a great source of 
education to ourselves, and they bring one into personal 
contact with men whose names have become household 
words in the veterinary profession all over the world. 

In addition to their scientific side they have also a 
social side which is by no means to be despised as a 
potential factor in helping matters amicably forward, 
and there is no doubt that numerous scientific argu- 
ments have been brought to a satisfactory conclusion by 
quiet chats during one or more of the pleasant social 
gatherings which occupy the evenings and other spare 


posed | time of the congressists. The collection together of a 


large number of men of all nationalities is in itself an 
affair of the’ greatest interest to an observer, as it sets 
one thinking, and speedily brushes aside the bigoted 
and prejudiced ideas which are so apt to be present in 
the minds of one who has not travelled abroad. In 
their place there frequently comes a serious feeling as to 
whether we, in our country, are not being left —, 
and there exists always an uncomfortable feeling o 
comparison—often unfavourable to ourselves—between 
the inequalities we have had to contend with up to now 
in Great Britain in struggling along without State ai 
as compared with the innumerable advantages enjoy: 
by our Continental confréres. There is no room for 
argument as to which method is the best, and a Govern- 
ment which refuses its financial and moral omar is 
committing an error which can only be descri as 
suicidal to its own interests. 

The Hague Con very forcibly brought this under 
the notice of the English and American delegates, for 
the size and equipment of the Utrecht Veterinary School 
was such that it forcibly demonstrated what could be 
done if only the financial part could be assured. 
Holland is « comparatively small European country, but 
its rulers are fully awakened to the pecuniary advantages 
to be derived by the agricultural community from a well 
trained veterinary service. If the British easy wa 
had only half the practical symptoms given to them by 
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our Government which the Continental Colleges 
receive we should forge ahead by leaps and bounds, and 
not be in our present crippled condition. 

, The Congress itself, too, was an instance of the appre- 
ciation shown to veterinary science, for the welcome 
extended was, above all things, most cordial. His Royal 
Highness the Prince Consort himself, in person, ushered 
in the opening ceremony, and spoke most generously of 
veterinary progress, and either he or one of his Minis- 
ters was present each day throughout the week. The 
meetings were well arran and well attended, more 
than a hundred papers being dealt with and discussed 
and in no single instance could the discussions be said 


Of the subjects themselves, too numerous to mention 
in detail, you will have already read an account in the 
excellent reports which have preceded mine and have 
already been published from the pens of Mr. Dawes, 
Mr. Banham, and Prof. Wooldridge. Suffice to say that 
complaints were few ; all the delegates were high in 
pee of the og made for their entertainment, 

tellectual and otherwise, and we in England shall have 
to be very much on our mettle when the time arrived if 
we are to give the same courtesies and the same enjoy- 
ment to our European confréres as have already been 
extended to us. 

I have with me the reports and discussions which 
have been published, and will give them over to the 
charge of the Secretary for future reference. 

Gentlemen, I again thank you for the honour you did 
me, and I am sure that at the next Congress in England 
the Central Veterinary Society will be one of its most 
ardent supporters. 


OBITUARY. 
Mr. Samson mentioned with t the loss the 
Society had sustained by the death of Mr. Albert Wheat- 


ley, one of the oldest of the members, and he proposed 
that a vote of condolence be sent to the family.—This 
was agreed to by the members standing. 


CONFERENCE ON THE ProposED UNION oF VETERINARY 

SocretTres, HARROGATE. 

Prof. MacqueEN: I attended the Conference at 
Harrogate on July 6th last. The meeting was well 
attended, and those who took part in the discussion 
were fairly unanimous in considering that the pregenes 
was worthy of further consideration. The net result of 
the meeting was the appointment of a Committee to 
confer and to formulate some sort of scheme for the 
pro amalgamation. That Committee met at Man- 
chester in September, and you have the result of their 
‘deliberations before you in the Draft that has been 
circulated. There were no dissentients, everyone who 
spoke being more or less in favonr of the pro’ 
amalgamation. 


Soci 


The ety then proceeded to the discussion of the 
draft rules with to the pro Reconstitution 
of the National Veterinary Assoclation and Union of 
the Societies. It was agreed that the rules should be 
considered item by item. 

On the proposition of Mr. Gray, seconded by Mr. 
Mulvey, it was that the name of the Association 
should remain as at present: “The National Veterin- 

Association.” 
ith regard to the “objects of the Society, the first, 
second, and third sub-sections were, on the proposition 
of Mr. Gray, seconded by Prof. agreed to as 
~~ were already in the present rules of the National 

With regard to Section (4) “The provision of occa- 

sional district lectures or demonstrations on the more 


be given, whether to members of the profession or to the 
general public. 

The Hon. Secretary said to the members of the 
profession. 

Mr. Gray thought it might be necessary for the 
National Association to give popular lectures to the 
ublic on general matters, and it would be advisable to 
eave the matter open and allow the National Society to 
decide the question. 

Prof. WooLDRIDGE said the question to be decided 
was whether the objects stated were desirable or not. 
Running through the various sections, he pointed out 
that the papers of the Society already amounted to lec- 
tures coming under Section (4). ith regard to (5): 
“ Investigation and settlement of professional grievances 
and disputes,” he thought it was a little beyond the 
function of any association other than the Royal College. 
As to Section (6): “The defence of members,” there 
was already a Defence Society, and he did not think 
such societies should be multiplied. With regard to the 
establishment of a Benevolent Fund (7), there were 
already two Benevolent Societies and no more were 
wanted. With regard to (8), “The support of claims of 
members to legitimate a pars that 
was already one the duties of the National and of the 
Local Associations. The making of arrangements for 
bacteriological examinations, etc. (9), might come up 
for further consideration, though it seemed to him un- 
necessary. As regarded the regulation of minimum 
professional fees (10), he did not think it was at all 
practicable. He therefore suggested that Sectious (4) 
to (10) inclusive should be deleted as unnecessary. 

Mr. Samson seconded the motion. 

Prof. MACQUEEN said he was partly responsible for 
most of the paragraphs, and thought that if the amalga- 
mation was to be justified some inducement must 
held out to the members of the profession to join it. The 
|main object of the proposed amalgamation was to ex- 
tend the privil of membership and to give the mem- 
bers something for their money. _ He considered that 
the provision of occasional district lectures or demon- 
strations was a most important item and one that ought 
to be in charge of the amalgamated Society. If the 
Union was not to take charge of the education of the 
profession in that respect what other society was? The 
investigation and settlement of professional grievances 
and disputes he held to be most important, and he be- 
lieved a little thought on the part of the members would 
show that it was a good object to have in view. With 
reference to the defence of members involved in unfair 
prosecutions, nothing could be done without the sanction 
of the Council and it could do no harm to allow that 
object to remain. As to the establishment and admini- 
stration of a Benevolent Fund, he understood that as 
the pro’ Union would be in a position to offer 
terms, the National Benevolent Association might con- 
sider any approach that ony be made to it, and 
benevolence was a very worthy object to come under 
the control of the Union. As to the support of claims 
of members to legitimate veterinary appointments, that 
was perhaps not so comprehensive as it ought to be, 
but it indicated the aim of the paragraph. The idea 
was that the proposed Nationol Association would be 
able to exercise a certain amount of influence in order 
to secure appointments for the members of the profesion 
and not allow single individuals to struggle alone as at 
present. With sagen to the making of general arrange- 
ments for bacteriological examinations, analysis of food 
stuffs, etc., he could see no objection to including such 


work amongst the objects of the Union. As to the 
regulation of minimum professional fees, if that was not 
an object for the Union, what was ? as it not high 


time that the profession had some recognised minimum ? 
Already in France a schedule of minimum fees had been 


important additions to veterinary knowl ex 3 
Mulvey wished to know to whom the lectures were to 


issued, and an endeavour was now being made to get the 
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whole of the Societies in France to concur in a pro- 
to have certain minimum fees fixed. It was high 
time that some sort of idea was held by the members of 
the profession as to what should be regarded as a mini- 
mum fee for a specific work. What was it that lowered 
the status of the profession to a very large extent! It 
was the of cutting one another’s 
prices. hat was to eg of a man who went six 
miles on a bicycle and ¢ sixpence to see a dog? 
If that man the support of his fellow members, 
instead of charging sixpence he would be more likely to 
¢ 6/-. He moved as an amendment, that Sections 
(4) to en) inclusive should stand. 
Prof. WoopRurFF seconded the amendment, and agreed 
with Prof. Macqueen’s observations. 
Prof. WooLDRIDGE said that it was not that he dis- 
with the objects, but he thought they were ade- 
quately provided for already. 
Mr. Denes supported Prof. Macqueen. 
Mr. PERRYMAN thought both Sections (6) and (7) were 
superfluous, because there were already in existence a 
Defence Society and Benevolent Funds. 
It was ota | that the Sections should be voted upon 


tely. 
Ona = from the chair, Section () “The Grant 
of money for the promotion of research” was carried 


unanimously. 

Prof. WoopRuUFF proposed that Section (5) should 
read “The and settlement of professional 

women i and putes between members by the 

‘ouncil. 

Mr. MuLvey seconded the motion, which was carried 
unanimously. 

Mr. Gray proposed that Section (6), “The defence 
of members involved. in unfair prosecutions arising 
from practice,” should be struck out. 

Mr. PERRYMAN seconded the motion. 

Prof. Wooprurr thought one Defence Society, and 
that a national rspresentative one, was better than a 
Defence Society responsible to no one except its 
oe SS He proposed that the Section should 
stand. 

Prof. MACQUEEN seconded the motion, and after some 
discussion the Section was é 

Mr. Gray proposed the deletion of Section (7), “The 
establishment and administration of a Benevolent Fund.” 

Mr. PERRYMAN seconded the motion 

Prof. Hoppay —— as an amendment that the 
Section should stand part of the rule. There were two 
Benevolent Funds at present, but the idea was to amal- 
gamate them with the National Veterinary Association. 

_ Wooprurr seconded the amendment, which was 
carried, 

On the motion of Prof. Macqueen, seconded by Mr. 
Willett, Section (8), “The support of claims of mem- 
bers to legitimate veterinary appointments,” was carried. 

Prof. WooLDRIDGE moved the deletion of Section (9), 
“The making of general arrangements for bacteriologi- 
cal examinations, analysis of food stuffs, etc., on behalf 
of members.” He thought the work would throw too 
severe a strain on the exchequer of the Union. 

Prof. WooprurrF said the “objects” were not things 
that the Society was pledged at once to go on with, but 
things which at some time or other they might take up 
as occasion and the means permitted. He thought it 
would be unwise not to let the Union have the power 
given them in the Section. 

Prof. MAcQUEEN said that should the ennelgrenation 

on the members of the Society would have the privi- 
te of obtaining bacteriological reports and analyses of 
food stuffs and various other things at a reduced fee, 
and that was one of the inducements for men to join the 
Association. The veterinary profession was rapidly 
developing, and but a short time would elapse before 
bacteriologists would be in the veterinary profession as 


well as in the medical ession. At present in many 
countries bacteriological examinations were carried on 
for the profession by medical men, but veterinary bac- 
teriologists must be encouraged in the future. He moved 
that the paragraph should stand part of the objects of 


the Association. 


is was agreed to. Y 

Mr. Gray also proposed that Section 10, “The regu- 
lation of minimum professional fees,” should be deleted. 
What might be a good minimum fee in a certain district 
might be a very bad one in another district, and fees 
depended not so much upon the class of animals as upon 
the class of persons employing a veterinary surgeon. 

Mr. NEISH said it was a very difficult thing to fix a 
hard and fast rule, but no one could deny that it was a 
very lowering thing to see men taking such very small 
fees for professional services as at mt. He could 
understand a contract being made for shoeing, but he 
could not understand the cutting that went on in other 


wa 

Mr. BELL thought it was quite possible to arrange for 
a minimum fee for contracts with regard to the number 
of horses. A man with ten horses would not — to 
get the horses looked after at the same rate as the man 
who had two hundred horses. The National Society 
might arrange fees to prevent a man cutting down for 
low contracts. It was quite impossible to arrange fees 
for ordinary clients, but it was possible to arrange them 
for contract prices. 

Mr. Mutvey thought that if some working basis 
could be found the Section would be a very good one. 
Firms who employed veterinary surgeons were working 
on what was commonly known as a profit and loss 
account, and if the members of the Association pledged 
themselves not to attend a horse under a certain sum per 
horse per annum, Mr. “Tom Jones” in a back street 
would at once go round and offer to do it for considera- 
bly less, and would get the job. 

Mr. Upton objected to prices being cut down, and 
believed that if the profession refused low fees they 
would be valued more by the public. He seconded the 
motion that the Clause should stand. 

Prof. Wooprurr said that if the fees could not be 
arranged then the Association would not take the matter 
well the have power todo 
it if they found it possible. ing were impossi- 
ble, what harm to leave it there. 

Prof. MACQUEEN said that by leaving the Section in, 
the Association was given the power to fix the irreduci- 
ble minimum for its members. There was no attem 
to fix minimum fees for the whole profession. Nodou 
there would be members of the Council very well 
acquainted with what might be regarded as minimum 
fees, and then the customs of various districts might be 
taken into account. What was to prevent a minimum 
fee being settled for the examination of a horse as to 
soundness? Minimum fees also might be settled for 
operations. He was certain that to members of the 
poapenes amalgamated Society the fact that a minimum 
scale of fees was fixed would be helpful in practice, be- 
cause when y pape by a Corporation or private 
individual to do a certain class of work at a certain price 
he could perenne turn round and say that he was 
bound to accept nothing less than the sale of fees of his 
Society. It was a modified trades union principle, and 
the sooner the trades union principle was introduced 
into the veterinary profession the better. The minimum 
fee was a very different thing from the actual fee, and 
what he desired to see was the National Society giving 
the members some indication of fees below which they 
— not to go. 

f. Hoppay asked what the penalty would be if a 
member refused to abide by the scale. 

Prof. MACQUEEN said it would be ostracism. 

Mr. Gray asked whether the man who had three 
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acres and a cow would pay the same minimum fee as 
the duke, who kept a horse worth ten thousand pounds. 
Professor MACQUEEN said that did not touch the point. 
There must be a scale of fees below which no man 
should do any veterinary work. 
Prof. WooLprIDGE thought the regulation of minimum 
fessional fees would be impracticable. One point to 


considered was that a man who could afford to pay a 
much larger fee might get hold of the list and say he 
— only pay the fee according to the minimum 


e. 

Prof. MAcQuEEN considered that the minimum would 
not restrict a man. 

Prof. WooLpRIpGE thought it would be far better to 
delete that particular clause, and afterwards if it was 
considered desirable or practicable it could be included 
under Section (11) as une of the other lawful things 
which the Society could take up. 
_ Prof. Hoppay was entirely in sympathy with the 
- idea if it could be carried out, but as a practitioner he 
did not think it was practicable. The only penalty 
would be ostracism, a thing that half the profession did 
not care a button for. If they could get a contract of 
200 horses they would not care for being ostracised. If 
a member of the Society refused to take a contract or 
pay certain visits below a certain fee there would be 
plenty of other men who would be only too ready or 
eager to take up the work. It would bea subject worth 
ventilation, and he suggested the Section should read, 
“To discuss the question of minimum professional fees 
when the subject is brought before the Association by 
any of its members.” If discussions of that kind were 
reported in the professional papers a man would be very 
careful before he did anything which was actually shady 
in the way of charging fees. It was not the man who 
charged high fees or low fees whose conduct required to 
be discussed but the man who charged “ shady ” fees. 

Mr. Mutvey seconded Prof. Hobday’s amendment. 

_ Prof. Wooprurr said trades unions had trade rates 
in different districts and for different classes of work. 
The pro Rule did not confine the Association to 
one minimum fee, but allowed it to deal with minimum 
fees in different districts, proportioning them fairly all 


round. 

Mr. Mutvey thought it was holding out an induce- 
ment to shady people not to join the Society because 
they would make more money by cutting the prices of 
the members of the Society. 

Prof. MacquEEN said the objection that it was im- 
practicable did not count, because no one knew what 
was practicable until it was tried. If that had been the 
principle of procedure in the profession all along no pro- 
gress whatever would have been made. He quite 
with Prof. Woodruff that it could be arranged to make 
a district minimum fee. He thought Prof. Hobday’s 
amendment might read, “The regulation as far as possi- 
ble of minimum professional fees.” 

Prof. Hoppay, with the permission of his seconder, 
altered the amendment to read, “The consideration of 
the question of regulating minimum professional fees.” 

Prof. MAcQuEEN agreed, and the amendment was 


On the proposition of Mr. Willett, seconded by Mr. 
Mulvey, Section (11), “Such other lawful things as may 
be deemed conducive to the attainment of the above 


was carried. 
r. WILLETT proposed that Rules 3, 4, 5, 6, 7 and 8, 
be passed en bloc as they were simply copied from the 
old National Society Rules. 
Mr. CLaRKE seconded the motion, which was carried. 
With regard to Rule 9, “Every candidate for admis- 
sion into the Association shall be pro by two or 
more members who shall deliver an official application 
form, signed by. themselves, to the Secretary of the 
Division to which the candidate desires admission,” 


Prof. Wooldridge Ent as an addition, “who shall 
deliver either to the Secretary of the Division or to the 
General Secretary.” There might be some Societies 
standing aloof, and the particular individual wishing to 
become a member might not be in a Division, and he 
should not be debai from becoming a member of the 
general body. 

The Hon. Sec. said a man must be a member of a 
Division before he could become a member of the parent 
Prof. MACQUEEN said it was an open question. The 
original intention was that the local Societies or Divi 
sions would be increased in membership by inducing the 
members first of all to join a Division and then through 
the Division the parent Society. 

Prof. Hoppay supported Prof. Wooldridge’s additio: 
pointing out that there were some men_ standing welt 
in the profession who had fallen out with their local 
societies and would not join the Association through 
their societies. 

Mr. Gray thought the local society was more fit to 
judge of a candidate than the general body. 

f. WoopruFF said a Society might blackball a 
man and yet one might find oneself sitting next to him 
at the National Society at the very next meeting. 
There was nothing in the rule which said a man must 
join the Division belonging to the district where he 
ived, he simply had to choose some one Division. 

. MAcQuEEN proposed that the Clause should 
stand as printed, and suggested that Prof. Wooldridge 
should withdraw his addition.. At the present ry of 
development it was extremely injudicious to show there 
was any desire on the part of the organisers to cold 
shoulder the local Society, and he thought the object 
would be achieved by simply remaining quiescent, trust- 
ing to the future regulations to cover the ground. If a 
member could become a member of the Association 
without passing through a Division some of the Societies 
who were not very strong on the amalgamation would 
be alienated. . 

Mr. NEIsH seconded Prof. Macqueen’s motion. He 
thought according to Rule 8 it was not necessary for a 
man to be a member of any Society to become a member 
of the amalgamated. : 

Prof. WooLpRIDGE asked whether it was quite fair to 
a man ina district where the Society had refused to 
amalgamate to exclude him from the possibilities of 
joining the National. 

Prof, MacquEEN said if he could not join through 
his own local Society he could join through another. 

Prof. WooLpDRIDGE withdrew his amendment, and 


Rule 9 was 
to withdrawing from the Asso- 


passed. 
Rule 10, with 
ciatfon, was carried. 

Rule 11 was op by Prof. Wooldridge, who 
thought that if the Rule was carried there was nothing 
to prevent a member of any local Society being ex- 
pelled by the Nationol, and ipso facto he would be ex- 
pelled by the local — 

Prof. MAcQuEEN said that lid not necessarily follow. 
The reguiations for the Divisions and the Societies 
would be quite imdependent of the National Association. 

Mr. WILLETT said that every member of the Division 
became a member of the Association automatically, and 
if he was expelled from the Association he was expelled 
from the Division. * 

Prof. MAcQuEEN said he need not be expelled from 
the local Society. 

Prof. WooprurrF said his interpretation was that a 
man would be expelled from the local as well as from 
the National Society if he were expelled at all ; but the 
local Society had two representatives on the Council and 
if the man was a member for whom they could speak it 
was hardly likely that the Council would expel a 


man whose two local representatives spoke in his favour. 
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Prof. MACQUEEN did not see why anyone should be 
anxious to safeguard the destiny of a man who was 
enough for the Association to expel. 

Prof. WooLDRIDGE said a member might desire to 
retain membership of his local branch and yet not 
desire to join the nt Society, or he might fall into 
arrears with his additional subscriptions. 

Prof. MACQUEEN said he must then submit to the con- 
sequences.—Rule 11 was 

On the motion of Prof. Macqueen, after a short dis- 
cussion, Rule 12 was passed. 

With regard to Rule 13, dealing with Honorary mem- 
bers, Prof. Woodruff proposed as an amendment to add 
“ Associate Members,” so as to admit chemists, botanists, 
physiologists, and members of other professions assisting 
the veterinary profession from time to time. 

Mr. Upton wished to add “ Life Members.” 

Mr. Gray moved that Rule 13 remain unaltered as 
it practically embodied Rules 24 and 25 of the old 
National. 

Prof. Wooprorr said that Honorary Mombers would 
be only elected by the Council on account of their 
having done distinguished work, whilst he was anxious 
to provide a rule by which men of various professions 
en in teaching veteri students might have a 

ight ——— as Associate Members. 

Mr. WrLueTT seconded Mr. Gray’s motion. 

Prof. WooLDRIDGE seconded f. Woodrnff’s sug- 
gestion. 

Mr. Gray’s motion being put it was carried, fourteen 


voting for. 
The further discussion of the rules was adjourned to 


a special meeting to be held on Thursday, December 16, | diseased 
at 7.30 p.m. 

On the proposition of Mr. A. Rogerson, a hearty vote 
of thanks was accorded to the delegates re 
Soeiety at the various congresses, an 


A. MacCormack, Hon. Sec. 


nting the 
the meeting 
terminated. 


SOUTH DURHAM AND NORTH YORKSHIRE 
VETERINARY MEDICAL ASSOCIATION. 


was held in the Imperial Hotel, Darling- 
y, September 24th, Mr. A. C. Forbes in the 
chair. There were also sent Messrs. P. Snaith, 
Bishop Auckland ; Geo. R. Du n, Sunderland; E. 
H. Pratt, Northallerton ; J. H. Taylor, C. G. Hill, and 
W. N. Dobbing, Darlington ; W. H. Blackburn, Bar- 
nard Castle ; and W. Awde, Stockton-on-Tees. 

Mr. DupGEoN oye and Mr. Hill seconded, the 
confirmation of the minutes of previous meeting.— 
Carried. 

A letter was read from Mr. Munro, but it was decided 
that it be dealt with at next meeting. 

The Secretary reported that he sent a letter to 
the various veterinary Societies re the appointment of 
V.S. to Race Committees, and asking for an expression 
of opinion as to whether they should be remunerated or 
not, and read some correspondence in reply thereto. 
After which the opinion was expressed that if a veteri- 
pf surgeon is officially appointed to a Race Commit 
and has to act in cases of emergency, he will be hel 
responsible for his actions and therefore ought to be 
remunerated, otherwise: the Race Committee ought to 
give him an indemnity that they would take the respon- 
sibility themselves. 

_ The Secretary also reported the result of the meet- 
Ing at Harrogate in connection with the ion 
of veterinary societies. 

. Mr. Snarru informed the meeting that a farmer went 
into a field to bring a mare home. As he brought her 


A meeti 


ton, on Fri 


al a four- 
bad |as if he had 


ear-old colt which was following dropped 

n shot. The farmer thought the mare 
had kicked him, but did not see it done. Subsequently 
he returned and found that the colt had got up on to his 
legs and dropped down again. Ultimately he did get 
up and went off over hedges and ditches. He was 
brought home and the farmer thought him hopeless, 
but in two days he improved somewhat, so Mr. Snaith 
was sent for. On examination he found the horse’s 
tongue swollen and hanging out of his mouth, and he 
was unable to eat. The bones of the skull were de- 
pressed, and he had no doubt that there was some pres- 
sure on the brain. As no medicine could be adminis- 
tered he was left alone, and ultimately began to eat and 
improve. The horse is now so far recovered that you 
can hardly see anything the matter with him, but he is 
not able to control himself when in the shafts. A 
photograph of the horse’s head was produced, which 
showed a depression just above the temporal bone, The 
only agent given was potassium iodide, and this is still 
being continued. 

He had also been called ei amen cet her second 
calf troubled with hoven which medicine failed to relieve. 
A trocar and canual was also used and remained in posi- 
tion for two months. She calved a live calf. A foreign 
body was a and rumenotomy performed but 
nothing was found. She was slaughtered afterwards, 
and post-mortem revealed tuberculous tumours in her 
chest above the heart and between the lungs, and he had 
no doubt thev acted mechanically and prevented the gas 
from being given off. 

Mr. TaYLor related the following case to show how 
i organs may exist for some time and not be sus- 
pected. A pony eight or nine yous old having been in 
to town one day was taken ill at night and was then 
examined by him. Head down nearly to the ground, 
breathing heavily, pulse 100 to 130. She went on like 
this for two days, when she had slight colicky pains and 
died. Muscles of heart soft and doughy, kidneys soft 
and nearly liquid, and liver almost rotten. 

Mr. Forbes then vacated the chair, and it was taken 
by Mr. Snaith, who apologised for his appearance there 
as President for the ensuing year. When it was made 
known to him that he had been elected to the position 
he felt rather annoyed, because he was afraid he not 
the time to devote to the duties, and the Association 
might suffer in consequence. However, he had deter- 
mined to do the best he could for the Associatlon during 
his year of office and hoped that the members woul 

it to the scheme for ting 
veterinary societies and affiliating them with the 
National Veterinary Association he thought the matter 
ought to receive most careful consideration. He also 
hoped that when the New Veterinary Surgeons’ Bill 
was passed that the country members would receive 
some further help. He regretted that for the present at 
any rate John Burns’ Bill had to be dropped, and that 
the new Tuberculosis Order had been shelved. He 
hoped that they had not heard the last of either of 
them, but that with a fresh Government they might be 
heard of again. He saw the other day that a member 
of the profession had brought out a new case book, and 
he thought that if we would only take more careful 
notes of cases as they occurred in our daily practice we 
should be able to make our meetings more interesting 
and instructive. Healso apologised for ant had no 
time to ag ce an address to read before them, and 
A excuse the disjointed remarks which he had given 
them. 

Mr. Snarru then posed, and Mr. Hill seconded, 
a hearty vote of easel Mr. Forbes for =] conduct 


jn the chair during his year of office. 


Mr. Forses having replied, then presented his report. 
as delegate to the which was. 
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University buildings. He attended the 
w 
Mr. MePhail 


"Food Btu 
previously a 
ewhat wed 

nate. 


logical examination. Mr. Lloyd then got up 
and told the audience that the doctor had omitted to 
state that the examination spoken of was conducted by 


veterinary surgeons. 
On the Thursday he attended the Veterinary Sur- 
| mg Conference at which there were 50 to 60° present. 
‘our papers were read and discussed. The tubercu- 
losis order was also criticised, but there was not sufficient 
time to do justice to the material brought forward. Mr. 
Parker, of Newcastle, also dealt with anthrax and 


ders. 

A hearty vote of thanks was also given to Mr. Forbes 
for attending Congress. 

The TREASURER then presented his annual financial 
report, which was adopted, and the accounts ordered 
to be be paid, on the proposition of Mr. Hill, seconded 
by Mr. Pratt. 

Mr. SNaITH mentioned that he was called in by a 
Medical Officer of Health on account of some illness 
caused in human beings through having partaken of 
cows’ milk supplied from a certain farm. He first 
examined the animals, but found the cause of it was 
due to a sewage ditch in the field where they grazed. 
As a result he ordered the place to be fenced off so that 
the animasl, could not come near it, and no further cases 


occurred. 
A vote of thanks was passed to Mr. Snaith for his 
The members then dined together at the hotel. 


On November 5, a special meeting was called to con- 


ing 
sider the proposed rules for the amalgamation of the 


veterinary societies with the National Veteri Asso- 
ciation. There were present: Mesrrs. E. H. Pratt, in 
the chair ; C. G. Hill, Darlington: W.H. Blackburn, 
Barnard Castle ; Geo. R. Dudgeon, Sunderland ; A. M. 
Munro, Hull ; and W. Awde, Stockton-on-Tees. 

The following alterations were s ted : 

Rule 1.—The deletion of the word “Medical” in the 


name. 

Rule 2(5). Matters arising in local societies might 
be remitted to the Association for settlement in cases 
where an agreement could not be come to. 

Insert—7a To provide funds for the payment of 
benefits to members who may be permanently or tem- 
porarily disabled from work ca by accident or sick- 
ness, and also upon death of any members. 

Rule 14.— societies ought to be branches and the 

r tions divisions iustead of the opposite 


being the case. 
W. Awpe, Hon. Sec. 


HORSEMASTERSHIP. 
To the Editor of The Army and Navy Gazette. 


Sir,—The writer of the article on “ Horsemanship,” 
which appeared in your last issue, is evidently a /auwdator 
is acti. He likes the old ways of the Service 

better than the new. To me it is especially ag en, to 
find a ntecngn roy still on the active list who has the 
to tell the how well we got 

on in the days of old. ey were certainly halcyon 
days for the veterinary surgeon—days of pleasant soci 
gatherings, with ample leave and leisure for amusements, 
id if we tact and were fortunate 


sport, etc.; and if 


? 


enough, as most of us were, to conciliate the colonel, 
there was hardly any indulgence to which we might not 
aspire. I am sure “ Driver” and I have every 
reason to ulate ourselves that our days were cast 
in other times than these. 

It was in 1871, at the close of the Franco-German 
war, when that obnoxious person “the Army Reformer” 
began to make himself felt. A series of organic chan 
were then commenced in the Army, beginning at 
highest rungs of the ladder and ually working 
themselves downwards through all departments of the 
Service. Thus it happened in 1878 the Veterinary De- 
partment was formed, with a view to replacing the old 
regimental system. It must not be imagined, however, 
that it was started in the interests of the veterinery sur- 

s themselves. They had no desire to effect a change 
in their position ; on the contrary, they regarded it as 
interfering with their vested interests as regimental 
officers and as a piece of high-handed autocratic action 
which could not in their eyes be justified. 

In whose interest then, it may be asked, was the 
change made? It was given out at the time that the 
change was made exclusively in the interests of the 
public service. It was said the old cm pre arrange- 
ments were faulty and did not admit of an uniform sys- 
tem being carried out in regard to the care and manage- 
ment of Government horses ; that it lent itself too readily 
to fostering the whims and fancies of horse cranks and 
faddists, who were plentiful enough in those days, and 
are certainly not extinct in these; that unless the State 
was prepared to go on from year to year under a system 
which led to considerable loss of money a change would 
have to be made. In other words, it was extravagant, 
lacked cohesion, and did not make for efficiency. The 
ions, however, which finally gave the coup de grdce to 
the old regimental system was that its —ae was 
a peace one, and adapted to peace alone, pleasant 
enough to live under, but quite impossible under war 
conditions. 

“ Lead Driver,” I am sure will not mind my sayi 
that his oy eg that 75 (4 cent. of the candidates 
joining the Army Veterinary Department are so ignorant 
of ther rater re: A as to be u uainted with what I 
may call rudimentary subjects is incredible, and cannot 
to my mind, be sustained. If this were so, how does he 
account for their having obtained their qualifications 
and passing a somewhat searching and practical examin- 
ation before their admission to the Service? How does 
he account for Mr. Haldane, a pronounced economist, 
allowing an imposture of this sort to go on from month 
to month and year to year without intervention ? 

Then, again, with regard to his remarks upon horses 
sent out of the sick lines “being often returned in a 
worse condition than they went in,” this is often a 
contingency that cannot be obviated. Men do not 
usually look as well on leaving a hospital as when in 
their ordinary state of health. There is such a thing as 
a “period of convalescence,” and in small veteri 
establishments, where little s room is provided 
horses recovering condition after an illness are often 
obliged to be returned to the troop lines to make the 
necessary room for more urgent cases. ; 

For the reasons I have given above I do not think 
“Lead Driver” must look for a reversion to the old 
regimental system. To effect such a change would in- 
volve Lagan. back the hands of the clock half a century. 
We have so many wars within the last 30 years 
that no establishments based, as the old one was, upon 
peace conditions will be allowed to exist in the Army 
of the future. The pleasant days of pageantry are 
over !. 

Should “Lead Driver,” however, desire to see the 


| 


ial | veterinary arrangements of the Army improved, I do 


not consider he will help his case by aspersing the quali- 
fications of the present Dirbetor-General of the p et 


| 414 
held in the ; 
| an peared in the press and gave rise to a 
discussion, was rather unfortu- 
: tting stated what he had seen abroad— 
after the animal was killed, the meat was marked, 
ticketed, and submitted to a searching microscopical 
| 
j 
| 
| 
| 
{ 
| 
| 
| 
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| 
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Veterinary Department. He, after all, is but a servant 
of the State and a representative of its veterinary policy 
for the time being. The reputation he has acquired as 
a veterinary authority has been made quite outside the 
Army, and is certainly not likely to be enhanced or im- 
ired by mili criticism. Should, however, the 
ppen to peruse “ Driver's ” 
article, I feel sure he will have brought home to him 
the meaning of the ey sage | “Oh that mine enemy 
would write a book!” for both his literary ability and 
natural industry have been paraded to his detriment. 
There is another matter, too. In all probability he 
is precluded from re lying to a Press attack. cial 
reticence may tie his hands and render him impotent, in 
which case some readers, ignorant of the fact, may con- 
strue his silence into inability to respond to “Lead 
Driver’s” strictures. Is this method of attack, there- 
fore, quite fair play as understood in England? If it is, 
I am afraid our racial instincts must be undergoing a 
degenerative change. HORAWALA. 


Sir,—After reading “Lead Driver’s” letter on the 
above subject in your issue of October 30 I can quite 
understand his imability to appreciate the report of 
the Director-General of the Army Veteri rvice, 
or the value of the a forage account. is views 
on clipping, clothing, feeding, and other points of horse 
management are regarded with the eye of the owner of 
a small stud who wants his horses to be in good saleable 
c.ndition, rather than that of the man who is desirous 
his animals shall be kept in readiness to live under the 
conditions of active service. The running forage account 
was introduced to encourage horsemastership, and to 

ive officers more freedom and responsibility in feeding 

their animals. It not only gives them an extensive 
choice of food stuffs, but it teaches them the feeding 
value of each in a practical way, and allows a variation 
of quantity and quality according to the time of year. 
There are very few officers who would like to return to 
the old system, and one can quite understand the 
authorities agen ay stop to any transaction which 
allows forage to sold and the funds invested in 
blankets, corn crushers, chaff-cutting machines, patent 
foods, patent medicines, hoof dressings, sheep’s Soda 
and many other things, which, however pleasing toa 
“ faddist,” are unnecessary for the commonsense manage- 
ment of horses, and a temptation to practise quackery 
on the property of the public. 
_ With regard to the horse wastage in South Africa, it 
is not clear why the Headquarter Staff is.blamed for not 
knowing that horses had “ delicate lungs, not too stron 
stomachs, and sensitive feet.” Had “ Driver” had 
the opportunity of seeing these horses in the field, he 
would have known they did not fail from lungs or 
stomach, but from “defective condition” and want of 
acclimatisation, owing to the military exigency of the 
situation. The accommodation in veterinary hospitals 
in peace time is very limited, and, as a rule, only serious 
or important cases find admission. The aim of all 
veterinary officers iu charge of these hospitals is to get 
their patients better and discharged as soon as pense, 
so as to make room for more urgent cases. The “con- 
ditioning” of the horse after recovery is not within 
their province. Most commanding officers realise this, 
and few expect their horses to be returned with that 
bloom of health which can only be obtained by a normal 
epeetite, regular exercise, ‘and grooming. orses are 

emen after illness, and require time for restoration 
to ordinary fitness. 

“Lead Driver” says that 75 per cent. of veterinary 
officers join the Service with no experience of stable 


pases further than what they are taught at/|f 


liege. We presume he does not expect this number 
to be taken even as an approximation to the truth ; we 


need hardly it be} an of 
aggeration employed to impress the masses, ecelves 
no one familiar with the subject—not even “Lead 
Driver.” There are square pegs in round holes in eve 
calling of life ; the Veteri Service in common wii 
other corps—to which “ Lead Driver’s” Arm is no ex 
tion—possesses its share, but in all branches of th 
oe service, where previous selection has been_possi- 

le, the proportion of unfit is relatively low. It cer- 
tainly is so in the Army Veterinary Corps, though 
a Driver” intentionally and ungenerously, after 
what he has ae from it, gives an opposite impression. 
Does “Lead Driver” ever ask himself where he got his 
knowledge from? Was he born with it, did he bring it 
ready made into the Service at 17 years of ago, or did 
he acquire it by experience and contact with others! 
How much “Lead Driver” acquired from the man 
officers of the Army Veterinary Service he knew, an 
even at one time professed friendship for, is only known 
to him, but to this source—the veterinary sc and 
the splendid traditional system of an old corps—“ Lead 
Driver” owes the -work on which he built his 
experience. 

inally, if the Veterinary Service is as useless in the 

matter of horsemastership as “Lead Driver” would 
have us believe, how can he explain the fact that a very 
great majority of the “fit” remounts issued during the 
war were those which a through a gt ised 
and managed entirely by an officer of the eteri- 
nary Department ? 


Ropal College of 
Veterinary Surgeons. 


FELLOWSHIP DEGREE. 


A meeting of the Board of Examiners for this 
Degree was held on December 11th at 10 Red Lion 
Square. Eight candidates entered for the exami- 
nation, and the undermentioned gentlemen passed 
and obtained the Diploma :— 


OFADS. 


Bennett, R. Thesis “Anthrax.” 

igger, Wm., “ Laminitis.” 
Amos, 8. T a “ East Coast Fever.” 
T., jun, Joint-Evil in Foals.” 
Moody, W. J., - “a “Phosphorus and Arsenic 


poisoning in Herbivora.” 

The Examiners were Messrs. J. Maleolm, W. Hunting, 
—_ Prof. Macqueen: Mr. W. J. Mulvey being in the 
chair. 


Frep BuLock, Secretary. 


A Public Health Service Directory 


Dear Sir, 

The Editor of the Medical O is compiling for 
early publication a Public Health Service Directory, in 
which a section will be devoted to veterinary surgeons 
who hold official posts under the various county councils 
and municipalities. A form has been sent to each of 
these as far as they can be traced, on which they are 
asked to state their name, ad qualifications, and 
appenenasts, for inclusion in the Directory. May we 
ask your assistance in securing the early return of these 
forms as it is hoped to publish the Directory early in the 
new year? Should any of your readers not have re- 
ceived a form would they be so good as to state the 
particulars asked for on a post-card and forward them 
to us at once at the address given below.—Yours faith- 


Hopeetts, Lrp. 
36-38 Whitefriars Street, 
Fleet Street, London, E.C. 


el, 

ot : 

e 

e 

. 

1 | 

1 

l 

) 

z . 
| 


THE VETERINARY RECORD December 18, tgog 


DISEASES OF ANIMALS ACTS 1894 to 1903, SUMMARY OF RETURNS. 


Anthrax. 


Out- | Ani- | Out- 
reaks: reaks 


mals. 


Foot- 
and- Mouth 
Disease. 


Glanders 


(including 

Farcy) 

Out- Ani- | Animals 
preaks/ mals. Attacked 


oa Swine Fever. 


Slaugh. 


Ani- Out- 


mals. 


Gr. BRITAIN. Week ended Dec. 11 


| Essex 1 


( 1908 
1907 


Corresponding week in 
1906 


26 
15 | Hertford 1 


Total for 50 weeks, 1909 1266 


1908... 
1907 1036 
1906 891 


1057 
Corresponding period in i 


Board of Agriculture and Fisheries, Dec. 


IRELAND. Week ended Dee. 4 


1908 
Corresponding Week in - 1907 


Total for 49 weeks, 1909 8 8 


1908 
1907 
1906 


7 


ra 


10 
5 
8 


Corresponding period in 


| 


3575 


255 
228 


74 
81 


16 


6 
x 


1055 


Department of Agriculture and Technical Instruction for Ireland, (Veterinary Branch), Dublin, Dec. 8, 1909. 


Norr.—The figures for the Current Year are approximate only. 


* As Diseased or Exposed to Infection 


Was it Swine Fever? 


_At St. Helens, on Friday, 26th ult., William Brown, 
pig dealer, of Parr Mill Farm, was charged with not re- 
porting suspected cases of swine fever. 

The Chief Constable said that on Monday, 15th ult.,, 
Brown received a consignment of forty store pigs from 
Dundalk, Ireland, and on the licence for removal 
Brown was informed that he must keep the pigs 
twenty-eight days before they were removed anywhere. 
On Monday, the 22nd, Chief Inspector Goodall went to 
the place and saw thirty-eight pigs in the stye. He 
asked for the other two, and Brown said one was ill in 
the stable. The pig was paralysed in the hindquarters 
-— constipated, both of which were symptoms of swine 

ever. 

and that one had died and he had put it under the 
boiler and burnt it. The inspector told Brown that it 
was his duty to report any case of illness among the 
pigs, so that the authorities could keep a strict cheek on 
swine fever. Hereminded Brown that six months before 
he had told him this. 

Cross-examined by Mr. Swift (who appeared for 
Brown), the inspector admitted that a Board of Agri- 
culture inspector from Warrington had been to see 
Brown earlier in the day on the 22nd, and had said that 
to put the dead pig under the boiler was the best thing 
he could have done. 

The Chief Constable said that if the ins 
Warrington had said all that Mr. Swift sai 
like the case adjourned for a week so that 
could be brought to Court. 

Mr. Swift said it would be most unfair to put defen- 
dant to the expense of bringing a veterinary surgeon and 
solicitor to the Court a second time. He Mr. 
Dixon, the veterinary surgeon, there, who would tell 


tor from 
he would 
the inspector 


Brown said the pig had been ill sinee morning, | 


| 

them that there was no swine fever at all about the pigs, 
but that they suffered from a chill. They were only ten 
weeks old, and had been delayed in transit. 

The Clerk said that under the Order the point was 
that if a pig was affected with the symptoms which 
might belong to swine fever it must be reported to the 
police. It did not matter whether or not the case 
turned out to be fever ; it must be reported. 

Mr. Hamblett : Whether the symptoms were similar 
to swine fever or not, there is an obligation on him to 


report ? 

he Chief Constable: Yes; but if he has been in- 
structed by the Board of Agriculture inspector in this 
way I cannot understand it. If he has led the man 
wrong he ought to be here. 

Mr. Goodall said that the illness of Brown’s pigs was 
reported to the St. Helen’s police by the Warrington 
inspector. 

Mr. Swift said the Bench had to be reasonably satisfied 
that the pigs were either diseased or suspected by the 
| person in charge of being diseased. Defendant would 
tell them that he had no reason to suspect that there 
| Was any fever. The pigs had come from Ireland, and 
had been delayed for 24 hours at Liverpool. They were 
apparently not fed, and were hungry, cold, and — 
and afterwards suffered from a chill. Brown trea’ 
them, but three or four of them took pneumonia and 
| died. Mr. Dixon had examined the pigs, and he would 
tell them that there was no fever. He complained that 
the case had been rushed since Monday, and here before 
the Board of Agriculture inspector had reported on his 
examination of the pigs the case was brought before 
the Bench for conviction. 

The magistrates fined Brown £5 and costs.—Meat 
Trades Journal. 
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Ars to Microscopic (BACTERIAL AND 
Parasitic Ernest Buake Kwnox, 

B.A., M.D. (Dubl. Univ.), Capt. R.A.M.C. Cap. 8vo. 

Price, cloth 2/6 net; paper 2/- net. 

(F illiére, Tindall and Cox, 8 Henrietta Street, Covent 

arden, W.C.) 

The author describes this littie work as intended “to 
supply those preparing for examination with a work for 
revision purposes, of a convenient size to read in an easy 
chair or to carry about.” Little reference is made to 
animal diseases, and the work therefore et = f concerns 
medical students. These may find it useful as a con- 
densed examination guide, but, without entering into 
detailed criticism, it may be said at once that the sub- 
jects dealt with are so numerous and complex, and the 

allotted to each necessarily so small, as to render 
of somewhat dubious utility. Protozool 
is included with the subjects indicated in the subtitle, 
considerable attention is given to tropical diseases, an 
~ the result was bound to be unsatisfactory. oom ts 


Tricks of the Tuberculin Test, 


From South American exchanges we quote the follow- 
as it appears in the Buenos Ayres Herald _ 
In Priday’s issue of the Herald we gave yond to 
5 the exclusive information that some doubtful proceed- 
ings been discovered at the quarantine station for 
imported live stock at Dock 1. We are now in full 
ion of the facts, but for obvious reasons abstain 
ee publishing names, as up to the nt no definite 
course of action has been decided upon by the authorities. 
It ap that a certain valuable bull, a prize winner 
in all the shows in a certain part of the British Isles, 
was sent out from England consigned to a well-known 
firm of auctioneers. On arrival in this country the ani- 
mal was placed in quarantine for the lation 30 days, 
-at the expiration of which in the ordinary course of 
events the customary test of injecting tuberculin would 
have been made. 
Before the time had expi one of the i 


officers noticing certain things that did not appear to 
him to be normal, began to have suspicions, and privately 


tested the animal in the usual way, but no reaction 
set In. 

Not satisfied with the result, he applied the eye mp 
that is to say he placed tuberculin powder in the eye o' 
the animal and awaited results. In due course he 
found the eye inflamed and discharging, a clear indica- 
tion that the bull was tuberculous. He went to invite 
the senior veterinary officer to ins the animal, and 
on their return they found the animal’s eye clean and 
free from discharge, 

They thereupon applied the Vallée test, which is very 
rapid in its action, and soon had proof that the animal 
was tuberculous. However, on the thirtieth day when 
the customary injection of tuberculin was made, no re- 
action whatever was noticeable. In spite of this, the bull 
was ordered to be slaughtered and was found to be inan 
advanced stage of tuberculosis. 

On the same day, a well-known estanciero hailing 
from between Taudil and Juarez, not to be too ise, 
who was in treaty to buy the bull for 30,000dols., was 
invited down to inspect the animal in view of the fact 
that the regulation test had been made, and in total 
ignorance of anything of a suspicious nature being on 
foot. Naturally, when he heard that there was some 
doubt about the animal being sound, he refused to see 
it and the deal was off. 

The presumption is that someone connected with 


the 
quarantine station has been bribed to freely dose the bull 


with antipyrine during the time it was under veterinary 
observation, which would enable it to the regulation 
test. Had no suspicions been arou the object would 
have-been achieved, but the eye test, supplemented by 
the Vallée process, unexpectedly applied, gave the game 
away. 

Formerly the quarantine station was a private con- 
cern, the national veterinary officers only paying visits 
at fixed hours. After the scandal that was made public 
some time ago and which will be remembered by our 
readers, a Government inspection office was installed in- 
side the quarantine station and Government watchmen 
were placed on duty night and day. It is expected that 
as a result of this second unfortunate incident, the area 
comprising the quarantine station will be nationalised, 
in order to prevent the possibility of a repetition of such 
occurrences. It speaks well for the Government veteri- 
om ! officers, the close watch kept by them and their 
zealous devotion to their profession, that the case here 


d | recorded has been brought to light so successfully. 


Finally, we may add that not the slightest particle of 
blame attaches to the auctioneers to whom the bull was 
consigned, the animal having evidently been consigned 
to them in the hope that only the customary test would 
be deemed necessary, which might not have been the 
case had no attempt been made to make use of the name 
of a reputed firm to lull suspicion in their shady tran- 
saction.—The Meat Trades’ Journal. 


Farmers’ Claim against the 
Kent County Council. 


nt claim was heard at the Ashford County 
essrs. Ellen and Sons, of Wickens Farm, 
Charing, making a claim against the Kent County 
Council for £26 16s. 6d., damages caused by the loss of 
a cow, which was alleged to have been poisoned by tar 
from the tar-painted main road at Charing washing into 
a stream from which the cows drank. The mags was 
adjourned from the last Court, and on Nov. 29th His 
Honour Judge Shortt was occupied for a further five 
hours, in the end reserving his decision until the next 
Court, saying that the case was too important to decide 
off hand. It was stated that the case was the first of its 
kind that had been heard in the United Kingdom, and 
it was therefore regarded as a test case. 

Mr. Stuart Bevan, barrister, (instructed by Messrs. 
Kingsford and Drake), ap for plaintiffs, and Mr. 
H. J. Bracher, solicitor, of Maidstone, represented the 
defending Council. The ings were watched by 
Alderman J. Sayer and Councillor Charles Igglesden, 
and there were also present a number of highway sur- 
of the County. 

evidence given at the previous hearing on behalf 
of the plaintiffs was that the main road opposite the 
farm was tar-painted in May last, and that some days 
afterwards a thunderstorm me agg causing some of the 
tar to be washed into the ditch. One of the cows died, 
and Mr. Gillard, veterinary surgeon, upon holding an 
examination, attributed death to coal tar poisoning. Dr. 
Lander, who had made an analytical examination of 
the viscera of the cow, was also of the opinion that death 
was due to coal tar poisoning, saying it was quite possi- 
ble that the animal ate lumps of tar, having known of 
voracious animals eating rags and coats. Mr. Bracher, 
in his cross-examination, had suggested the possibility 
of the poisoning sources coming from the creosote plants 
on the two farms in the vicinity, or from the creosote 
on the bottom of the apne he spile fence in the ditch, 
and at the adjourned hearing Mr. Bevan called evidence 
to contradict this contention. : 
or, of Ash- 


Mr. Ellen’s 


Anim 
Court, 


= 
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farm and the creosote plant, also Mr. Hickman’s farm, 
and he was certain that the creosote could not percolate 
to the gully, because in. between there were apple trees 
flourishing. He did not think there was any danger of 
creosote poisoning from the fence. 

Cross-examined by Mr. Bracher, the witness said he 
was unable to state the iculars of the creosote tank 
and farm generally in May last. 

Percy Hickman, tenant of the farm at Yew Tree 
House, Charing, said he kept cattle on all parts of his 
land, and he did not think there was any possible over- 
flow or percolation from his creosote plant. 

Mr. Sor ey in addressing the Court on behalf of the 
County Council, commented on the fact that the plain- 
tiffs had withdrawn the allegation of negligence, men- 
tioning that he had a clear answer, and p “<* 

uote the case of Ryland and Fletcher, contended that 

e County Council, as the highway authority, was pro- 
tected by law in using tar, use it had. not been 
proved by the plaintiffs that a cheaper and more efficient 
method could be used. Reviewing the evidence, Mr. 
Bracher said Mr. Gillard had made t-like state- 
ments in regard to what he had called the poisonous and 
dangerous parts of tar, and as an e of tar must be 
regarded as absolutely worthless. He would bring ex- 
pert evidence to show the difference between tar and 
creosote, and to show that the animal’s stomach, which 
Mr. Gillard had said had corrosive marks, must have 
contained creosote, because tar when removed made no 

t thro’ is evidence, especially in regard to the 
offects of tar and creosote. Mr. Bracher quoted the 
case of West v. the Bristol Tramway and Carriage Com- 

y, a claim for damages done to plants by deleterious 

es of the chemical used in 5 | the road, stating 
that it was held that the authority statutory protec- 
tion if a cheaper and better material could not be proved 
to have been used. In concluding, Mr. Bracher said the 
statement that the cow ate lumps of tar was absurd, be- 
cause death could not be caused until ten gallons of tar 
been consumed. 

Henry Percy oe pts the surveyor of highways for 
the County of Kent, said owing to the altered nature of 
the traffic, the tarring of the surface of the road was the 
only reasonable way, on account of expense and effi- 
ciency. In his own county 303 miles of the roads were 
treated with tar, and 150 miles in the urban districts, 
for which the County Council paid. This was out of a 

‘ total mileage of 750 miles. He had been tarring the 
roads since 1905, and he had had no other complaint 
-than in the present case respecting the loss of animals 
owing to drinking water poisoned by tar. There were 
many instances where the water ran off the surface of 
the tarred road direct into the ponds, and he had seen 
cattle drink from a pond two miles from rene | 
which pond was solely fed by the water from the 


Cross-examined by Mr. Bevan the witness admitted 
that the tar was less absorbed into the road than when 
the road was first tarred the previous year, but he 
emphasised that the tar became hardened within 24 
hours and could not be removed, either by rain or by 
other means. 


be too expensive to have westramite or granite d 
the only method practicable for the roads pene 
granite rolled in and the surface treated with tar- 


painting. 

Questioned by the Judge, the witness said the 
ordinary process of repairing the roads cost £580 
mile, whereas granite sets would cost £6,000 per mile. 
The tar-painting, he added, was the finishing, but neces- 
sary, touch, both for the purposes of efficiency and 
economy. Asked if there was much traffic on the main 
road near the spot in question, the witness said that 
agg the week end the motor cars averaged from 700 
William John Atkinson Butterfield, Fellow of the 
Institute of Chemistry, and author of books on gas 
manufacture, said that from his wide experience of tar 
and creosote he should say that there could not possibly 
be sufficiently poisonous ingredients in the tar washing 
from a tar-painted road to cause the death of a cow. 
Giving the constituents of coal gas tar he said that 70 per 
cent. consisted of ye. which was absolutely innocuous 
and was insoluble in water, and the other 30 per 
cent. was composed of tar oils and ammoniacal liquor. 
All the ammonia that could be extracted by water 
had been obtained at the gas works, as ammonia was 
valuable. The amount of tar acids would only be 
3 per cent. Creosote, the witness explained, was the 
proportion of the tar oils containing the maximum 
amount of the phenols or tar acids, and by reason of its 
loose combination was far more dangerous than tar. 
Quoting certain experiments he had made witness said 
he placed portions of tar, creosote and creosote fluid on 
separate parts of his naked arin, eee that tar 
was harmless, whereas creosote smarted and left a cor- 
rosive mark ; and he also mixed lumps of tar in artificial 

tric juices, consisting of hydrochloric acid and pepsin, 
nding that tar remained viscous, and that creosote be- 
came a dark brown fluid, similar to what Mr. Gillard 
said he found in the cow’s stomach. He also analysed 
the tar sent tohim by the County Surveyor, the same 
used for tar-painting the main which tar con« 
tained two less per cent. of ammoni liquor, and he 
also mixed the tar with water, which was safe for 
drinking, the witness, amid some amusement, drinking 
some of the water while standing in the witness box. 

Cross-exrmined by Mr. Bevan, the witness said he 
had not in his artificial gastric juice experiment allowed 
for mastication, saliva, or intestinal juices, but the con- 
stant stirring, and the fact that tar had been dealt with 
alkaloids at the gas works would equal these influences. 
He ae up a temperature of 102 F. The witness ad- 
mitted, after some hesitation, that tar contained creo- 
soles, which were poisonous. 

Mr. Bevan, in the course of his address, said tar-paint- 
ing was not absolutely necessary, as maintained by Mr. 
Bracher in raising his statutory defence, because prior 
to 1905 the roads were kept in repair without this treat- 
ment. Tar-painting was an experiment for the purpose 
of preventing the dust, and surely it was not just and 
right that such an epxeriment should be allowed to 
result in the Bence, of the cows drinking water from 
the streams alongside the road. There was no doubt 
that the cow died from tar eokoninn; the sis 
showed that ; and Mr. Butterfield, he added, had burked 
the cow was stated to have eaten lumps 
of tar. 

His Honour announced that he would give his decision 
at the next sitting in January, when he would consider 
the question of allowing costs or not. He said that 
ne side would have the right to appeal.—Kentish 

press. 


j 
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Cross-examined at length about the merits of tar- 
painting, the witness said that all the County Surveyors 
} - and quite 99 per cent. of the-other surveyors were in 
favour of tar painting. He had not heard criticisms 
from any members of the County Council, in fact they 
| were unanimous. Questioned at length as to whether 
the roads had been tar-painted in order to lay the dust, 
the witness insisted the County Highway Authority 
tarred the roads for the purposes of maintenance, and 
if . that the dust-laying process was incidental. It would 
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An Unfit Horse—Penalty. 


Hi B. Hunt, of Oxford House, Hazlitt, and West 
Kensinat was summoned before the Acton Bench, 
on Wednesday, Dec. 1, for cruelly ill-treating a horse by 
causing it to travel in search of its own food when unfit 
to do so Bow for withholding from it necessary and 

fficient 

Siren Wright was not in Court when the case was 


He B. Christie, Secretary to Mr. Wright, said a 
horse belonging to defendant was turned into Mr. 
Wright’s field in July. On Oct. 2 witness’ attention 
was called to it. He telephoned to defendant’s office, 
asking that someone should be sent down at once. A 
man from Harrison and Barber’s, horse slaughterers, 
came later in the day, but did nothing. Later he saw 
the horse feeding, and afterwards it went down, and he 
again telephoned to the defendant’s office, stating that 
nothing had been done. On Oct. 4 he heard that the 
horse had been slaughtered. , 

In cross-examination, witness said there were several 
horses in the field, but he did not know how many be- 
longed to the defendant. Defendant wrote afterwards, 
expressing regret that there had been trouble, and said 
it was a pity the man who came did not telephone for 
instructions either to his office or ‘to Harrison and 
Barber's. 

Evidence was then given by several witnesses as to 
the weak condition of the horse. 

Police-constable 86 X found the horse lying down on 
the 3rd October, and it was unable to rise. It was 
bleeding from the mouth and weak. He reported the 
matter. 

Police-sergeant 11 X tried to communicate with 
defendant, but was unsuccessful, and afterwards he 
sent a message to the police at Hammersmith, with that 
object. He was present when efforts were made to raise 
the horse. 

Police-constables 483T and 562 T went to defendant’s 
office, but no one was there. 

Inspector Instance said that on October 3 he called 
on Mr. Parsons, a veterinary surgeon, and together the 
went to the field where the horse was lying down. It 
was weak, and had abrasions on the cheek, foreleg, hi 
and inflamed epe, but it could not get up. The groun 
showed that it had made several attempts to rise, and 
he had the horse slaughtered on the certificate of the 
veterinary surgeon. 

In cross-examination, witness said he tried to see the de- 
fendant before the summons was issued, but could not. 
If the horse had been slaughtered on October 2 there 
would have been no trouble. 

Mr. Parsons, M.R.C.V.S., also gave evidence as to the 
condition of the animal, which was emaciated. There 
was no grass for it to eat. 

Cross-examined : He did not think it was suffering 
from gripes. 

For the defence, John Phillips, employed by Harrison 
and Barber’s, said that he went down on October 2 to 
kill the horse, and he found it standing, and he was told 
by Mr. Wright’s clerk not to kill it. 

Frederick Dearwood, of Crisp ogg, Deters, said he 
managed his mother’s business. e horse belonged 
to his mother, and it was sent to the field by arran 
ment with the venga | who said that by mentioning 
his name the charge would be less. A message was re- 
ceived on October 2 from defendant’s office as to the 
condition of the horse, and a reply was sent to have it 
destroyed. 

Cross-examined : At no time before then had he said 
the horse was his mother’s 

Frederick W. Wright, m.R.c.v.s,, of Maldon and Acton, 
said he had an arrangement with the defendant to 


examine horses in the field. He saw this horse on 


October 1, and it was in fair condition, but its ap- 
pearance was always against it. He knew it belonged 
to Dearwood. 

—- was given as to the messages sent to Dear- 


Frederick C. Hennan, who was formerly employed by 
Mr. Wright, said he met Harrison and 
when he arrived, and as the horse was standing he 
said he could not kill it. There was no truth in the 
statement that witness said it was not to be killed. 

Defendant was called, and said he knew nothing 
until October 4, when the horse was already killed. He 
— a message could easily have been delivered at the 
stables. 

Defendant’s counsel submitted that the prosecution 
had not proved guilty knowledge of the defendant. _ 

The Bench decided to convict, and previous convic- 
tions were referred to. They thought it was a serious 

and fined defendant £5, with £10 costs. 

The Bench promised to state a case for the defence 

on the question of knowledge.— The Express (Ealing). 


ARMY VETERINARY SERVICE. 


Extract from London Gazette, 
War Orrice, WHITEHALL, Dec. 14. 


Army VETERINARY CoRPs. 


jor George C. O. Fowler retires on retired pay. 
Dated Dec. 15, 1909. 


TERRITORIAL Force. UNatTTacHED List. 


Vet.-Lieut. Andrew Spreull to be Vet.-Capt. Dated 
June 18, 1909. 


Obituary 


Dosre.—On December 9, at St. Aidan’s Te’ after 
an operation, Ellen, the dearly-beloved wife of Thomas 
Dobie, M.R.C.v.s., 22 Radnor Place, Birkenhead, third 
daughter of the late William Legs, Fordoun House, 
Tranmere. Interment at Flaybrick Hill Cemetery on 
December 11. 


CORRESPONDENCE. 


THE HACKNEY HORSE SOCIETY. 
Sir, 

Please allow me a small space in your valuable paper to 
draw the attention of over forty M.R.C.V.S. that are mem- 
bers of the above Society to the fact that only two out of 
the six appointed veterinary referees for the 1910 H.H.S. 
are subscribers for same. If this was only a singular occur- 
rence, no one would think less of it, but when it is con- 
tinually so I think it is time we should raise a voice against 
it or retire en bloc. Take, for example, the officials of 
1910 and 1908. You will find the same ‘‘ principal ’’ and 
two more—three out of the six; just similar in 1906-7, 
not in a single case since 1900 you will find the six officials 
appointed from among the members. 

now convinced that to be qualified as V.R. for the 


Be | HHS. one must be the private V.8. of one of the mighty 


few that govern the Society; these men can appoint 

reappoint as they like. This is evident enough when 
one looks over the list of judges, which is now a well known 
fact that no man is appointed judge for the H.H.S. unless 
he is a member of the Council or just retired from same. 
The judges list is a very short one, can be easily counted on 
the fingers of both hands, I nearly said one hand. Unless 
this Society is reformed and placed on a more straight- 
forward business lines than the way it is now carried on, I 
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am afraid that it will not retain its object. Surely there 
are men—besides this small circle from which the judges 
are appointed—to be found from the 1,760 or more mem- 
bers that are qualified to act as judges, and there are V.S., 
plenty of them, among the members, besides the friends ot 
these mighty few, that are fully qualified, yes, some with 
great experience, to act as veterinary referee. In looking 
over the past lists of judges for the last five years one is 
surprised to find the same men are continually judging, one 
year on the Hackneys, next on the ponies. 

Is it worth our while to be members of a Society that is 
managed in this way? Please remember, Mr. Editor, that 
I am a great lover of Hackneys and have bred a few win- 
ners and owned a great many, but unless a man is known 
in London he is better at home with his stock : and owing 
to this way of carrying the Society’s show, I firmly believe 
that the pedigree Hackney will soon be a known thing of 


the past.— Yours, 
Ten-Year-Otp Member. 


CHLOROFORM INHALATION FOR 


ABDOMINAL PAIN. 
ir, 

In the most interesting and instructive notes on a case of 
ventral hernia by Mr. E. Wallis Hoare in your issue of 
November 6, it is recorded that inhalation of chloroform 
was resorted to for the relief of the pain from which the 
patient was suffering on the 30th September. As this is a 
method of treatment for the relief of abdominal pain which 
the undersigned has never either attempted, or even em- 
ployed, he would be very grateful if Mr. Wallis Hoare 
would be good enough to furnish one or two particulars, for 
example : 

1. Does he administer the inhalation to the horse stand- 
ing, or is the animal first thrown ? 

2. Has Mr. Wallis Hoare frequently adopted this treat- 
ment, and if so, his general opinion as to the method and 
the results thereof would be greatly appreeiated. 

I have, in common no doubt with most other practitioners, 
frequently met with cases of long continued acute abdominal 
pain, which no treatment appears to alleviate ; a fatal issue 
appears almost inevitable, and yet a slight uncertainty in 
definite diagnosis precludes one from resorting to destruc- 
tion. These sre the cases where one seeks (as a rule in 
vain) for any means of allaying the animal's sufferings, and 
if in such cases chloroform inhalation affords satisfactory 
results, then it should surely be more extensively employed 
than at present for this purpose.—Yours faithfully, 

ScHABRAQUE. 


‘“*UNQUALIFIED" AND IRREGULAR PRACTICE. 
Sir, 

With reference to the recent discussion in connection with 
nnqualified assistants, a great deal of which would appear 
open tocriticism on both sides, I would suggest that this is 
by no means the only thing that the veterinary practitioner 
has to put up with, and it is questionable whether the un- 
qualified man is not less trouble to the profession at large 
when employed by one of its members than when dismissed 
and forced to join the army of quacks in order to earn his 
living. Better let them gradually decrease, like the regis- 
tered practitioner, and discontinue the practice in future of 
employing unqualified men. 

Enclosed is an extract from The Farmer and Stockbreeder 
of December 6th, entitled ‘‘ Home Doctoring of Animals,”’ 
which favourably reviews a book, and is quite as antago- 
pi to the profession as the unqualified assistant. This 
paper, which costs one penny, gives weekly a column of 
veterinary advice upon ali sorts of diseases relating to all 

‘classes of stock, and the contributor is a member of the 


profession. 
M.R.C.V.S. 
[We have not room for the enclosure.—Eb. } 


UNQUALIFIED ASSISTANTS. 


“AUDI ALTERAM PARTEM.”’ 


Sir, 
With reference to the letter signed ‘‘ Amused ’’ appea 

in The Record for December 4th, may I ask ‘‘ Amused ”’ 
he is as disinterested as he would like to appear, or if he is 
the person who has reported this sup’ disregard of the 
orders of the Registration Committee? If, as I believe, I 
am acquainted with the case referred to, I can say there is 
no truth whatever in the statement that the Registration 
Committee’s orders have been ignored— Yours, etc., 

“ Vertras.”’ 


PUBLIC APPOINTMENTS. 
Sir, 

I am sending by this post a newspaper, The Nottingham 
Daily Guardian, in which you will see an advertisement for | 
the veterinary work of the ‘‘Gas Committee.’’ From it 
you will gather in what esteem and respect the veterinary 
profession is held in Nottingham, the advertisement ap- 
pears, as you will see, under the heading of ‘‘ Tradesmen 
Wanted ‘‘—a gratuitious and insulting indignity. This is 
not to be wondered at, when veterinary surgeons ‘‘ cut one 
anothers throats’’ by tendering an amount which would 
certainly not pay cab hire to the different depots. I wrote 
a strongly worded protest to the Chairman and Committee 
only last year, but it has had apparently little or no effect. 

What folly it seems to talk about the higher education of 
the veterinary surgeon and raising his status when such 
things as these are allowed to be.—Yours truly, 

Frank H. Gresmes. 

Nottingham, Dec. 1. 


APPLICATIONS FOR THE APPOINTMENT OF 
TRADESMEN, Etc, 

THE GAS COMMITTEE are also prepared to receive Appli- 

cations for APPOINTMENTS to SuppLy the whole or a esgeaes of 
their Requirements of Goods and Materials comprised in the under- 
mentioned descriptive list, for delivery during the ensuing year, 
carriage paid, at their varions Gas Stations, Chemical Works, or 
Stores :— 


IRON MONGERY. 

CHEMICLES AND DRUGS 
BRUSHES AND SKIPS. 
BRASSWORK. 

SADDLERY, STOKERS’ GLOVES, &c. 
SMALLWARES. 


TWINE. 
SLATING AND SMALL QUANTITIES OF CEMENT. 
Also, FOR THE VETERINARY WORK OF THE COM- 


The Gas Committee do not bind themselves to make any appointment. 
Applications to be addressed to me, and delivered at the Guildhall, 


Nottingham, not later than r~ “ge the 4th day of December, 1909. 
by order 

J. A. H. GREEN, Town Clerk. 

Guildhall, Nottingham, 23rd November, 1909. 


Communications aND Papers Recetvep.—Messrs. H. A. 
MacCormack, H. Taylor, W. Awde, An Old Practitioner. 
The, Mid Sussex Timee, The Army & Navy 


Tue Representative, Vol. I., No. 1. 

Messrs. W, J. Young, C. W. Townsend, E. H. Pratt, 
H.J. Dawes, W. H.Wilkinson, A.J. Todd. ‘‘ Audi alteram 
partem,’’ ‘‘ Veritas.’’ 

The Hertfordshire Mercury, The Herts and Essex Observer, 


Kentish?Express and News Dec. 18. 


| ticiee 
; en your correspondent learns how to criticise without 
descending to abuse, then I shall continue the discussion on 
YW the above subject. Were I to adopt his style it would 
it slmply be asking you to convert your correspondence 
i columns into a ‘‘ Billingsgate,’’ and I have no intention of 
q stimulating ‘‘this person’’ tosecrete a further supply of 
4 venom for the amusement of his friends and opponents 
| alike. But really one would expect more courtesy and 
politeness from a ‘‘ London Practitioner.’'—Yours, etc. 
| | 
: 
\ 


